Ki67 and salivary cancer.
We examined Ki67 expression in salivary malignancies of 75 patients with a follow-up period of up to 20 years. Correlations between enhanced Ki67 and enhanced p53 and TUNEL and heparanase staining levels were significant. Median survival for reduced-stained-tumor patients (< or = 5%) was 163 months, dropping significantly to 39 months (p = 0.0005) for enhanced stained tumors (> 5%); 5 year survival probability was 93% and 33%, respectively, 45% and 16%, respectively, (p = 0.0005) at 20 years. Significant correlation between poor survival and concurrently altered expression rates of Ki67 and p53, p27 Skp2, TUNEL and heparanase in the salivary malignancies indicates a biological role in salivary cancer pathogenesis.